AP English Summer Assignment

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Read Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad and create a Dialectical Journal (DJ):  
Choose passages that you feel are the most important/significant.  See DJ instructions and example.
[bookmark: The_following_four_topics_are_required_r]
Writing Dialectical Journal Entries (“DJ”)

The purpose of a DJ is for you to show your thinking about the important ideas contained in a piece of literature. A DJ contains your preliminary ideas about theme ideas in the work and the stylistic elements (i.e. literary elements or rhetorical devices) the author uses to convey those ideas.

Structure: Contains two main parts:  a significant excerpt from the text followed by commentary
Example formats:

1) Excerpts	Commentary









2) Excerpt: Commentary:
Process/Characteristics of a DJ entry: 

Step 1--Selecting Excerpts:
a. Find a sentence or group of sentences here that use some kind of literary element and that seems to suggest meaning(s) outside the work as a whole, something you feel you can tie to a theme/author’s views. Copy the excerpt verbatim.

b. Identify where in the story this quote is located if it isn’t obvious. Page numbers and identify the speaker (note: Page numbers are indicated with a lower case “p” and the number(s)—do not use “pg”; that is a movie rating!).

c. Be sure to select an equal number of quotations from beginning, middle and ending of text.

Step 2, Commentary:
a. Identify the example of the use of literary element.

b. Explain or identify the implied connotations or interpretations of this particular literary element implementation.

c. Explain how this fits into the story’s plot (be careful not to re-tell/paraphrase plot).

d. Explain how this supports or helps develop one of the story’s themes, what this reveals about the author’s views/purposes.




Model DJ entries:

Example 1: from John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men

	Excerpt
	Commentary

	“Curley’s wife came around the end of the last stall. She came very quietly, so that Lennie didn’t see her.  She wore her…mules with the red ostrich feathers.” Spoken by narrator- p. 86 (This is where she finds Lennie with his dead puppy. She talks about her lost dreams, lets Lennie stroke her hair and is killed by him.)

	Red ostrich feathers here are a double symbol.
1) the color red is traditionally a color of sacrifice, of blood. Here, of course, Curley’s wife is a sacrifice to Lennie’s increasingly destructive inability to control his strength and to George’s desire to give him as normal a life as possible. She is the last in a long line of sacrifices of mice, the puppy, the girl’s dress in Weed, etc.  
2) The second part of the symbol is the ostrich feathers. Ostriches are flightless birds; hence, their feathers do them no good. Curley’s wife is like the poor flightless ostrich. She has tried to escape her mother and her dull life by marrying Curley, which didn’t turn out to be a particularly positive move on her part, as she is more unhappy now than ever.  Her dreams of escaping her lonely life on the ranch have also proved fruitless as her trying to talk with the men to alleviate her loneliness have led her to the fateful conversation with Lennie which ends her life. Curley’s wife’s attempt to “fly” or run away from her life’s problems have gotten her about as far as an ostrich’s wings.  Curley’s wife’s dreams of “[making] something of [herself]” and having “nice” things a certainly never came true anymore than did Lennie’s and George’s dreams of getting a little place of their own. Steinbeck uses these red ostrich feathers to show that dreams rarely come true despite the sacrifices that have been made for them.  Such failure of dreams can be devastating.




Example 2: from Thomas Hardy’s Tess of the D’Urbervilles

Excerpt
“She had hoped to be a teacher at the school, but the fates seemed to decide otherwise.” Spoken by narrator, p. 40. (This is in the exposition in the description of Tess’s family and of Tess specifically).

Commentary
Mythological allusion, helpless man controlled by the “Fates”. Since the Fates controlled and determined the mortals’ lives simply by chance and whim, this puts Tess in a very vulnerable state. Sympathetic narrator talks about Tess’s early dreams, but Tess is in a sadly ironic way, a teacher to the people who read her story.  As this is stated at the beginning, it serves to foreshadow some doom for Tess.  She is a pawn of the Fates; she is the pawn of her parents, Alec, Angel. Like the rats at the bottom of the rick, Tess is a victim of powers stronger than she.  Fate plays a cruel role in lives of just about every character. “Hope,” or its demise really, is one of the saddest parts of this book. All Tess’s hopes get shattered. Hardy does not seem to see any hope in the human condition. Is hope foolish? Vain?  Hardy seems to be commenting on the cruel forces that conspire against humans, especially women (since Tess is the tragic heroine here); he is distressed at the unfair treatment of women by many powers of society—men, the church, the social disparities.
